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Outline 

• Studying platforms 

• TikTok Book 

• Three frameworks

• Questions and discussion   



Studying platforms



Platformization of cultural production

• “… the way in which entire societal sectors are transforming as a result of 
the mutual shaping of online connectors and complementors” 
• van Dijck, Poell, & de Waal (2018) The Platform Society. OUP. p. 24

• Contingent cultural commodities are “dependent on a select group of 
powerful digital platforms” and “products and services are… malleable, 
modular… and informed by datafied user feedback”
• Nieborg & Poell (2018) The platformization of cultural production: Theorizing the 

contingent cultural commodity. New Media and Society. p. 4276





Many approaches… 



Many platforms… 



Why study TikTok?





Why do I study TikTok?



Accident…

c. 2019



Stephanie
(editor)

Mary
(editor)

Jing Patrik

c. 2022



Brief Book Tok 



Structure of the Book

• History of short video 

• Infrastructures

• Communities 

• Activism 

• Economy

• Governance

• Future questions 



(p.27)



Snapchat Flipagram

Musical.ly Douyin

Art by River Juno 2022 



Art by River Juno 2022 



Activism 

Art by River Juno 2022 



Economy 

• Daihuo (带货

• Gifts, coins, diamonds 

• Influencer Marketing 

• TikTok Creator Fund 

• TikTok and the Music Economy 
• pp 158-169



Governance 

• Governance of and by… 

• Lawsuits, transparency, bans

• Community guidelines 
copyright, visibility  



Three Frameworks + Methods 



1. Digital media research 



1. Digital media research

• Question
• How are TikTok and Douyin

similar and different?

• Framework
• Platformization

• Method 
• App walkthrough 

• Concept
• Parallel platformization
• Circumscribed creativity 
• (Playful patriotism)



2. Legal studies and STS

Actual source: Nedroid Comics https://nedroidcomics.tumblr.com/post/41879001445/the-internet

https://nedroidcomics.tumblr.com/post/41879001445/the-internet


2. Legal studies and STS

• Questions
• How does TikTok give credit for creative remixes?
• What happens when TikTok credits the wrong person? 

• Frameworks
• Moral rights of copyright
• Sociotechnical platform practices 

• Method 
• Content analysis 

• Concept 
• Attributional platform practices



3. Creativity and 
music studies 



3. Creativity and music studies 

• Questions
• How do musicians make collaborative music together on TikTok?
• How is this different than on other platforms? 

• Frameworks 
• Social creativity 
• Music psychology 

• Method 
• Qualitative interviews 

• Concept
• Duet jams 



Thank you!
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